
Course Title:  Detention Decisions     

 

Trainer(s): Deborah Pelkey and Ruby Gonzalez     

 

Trainer Qualifications: STC Certified    

 

Date Prepared: 02/06/2014    

 

Prepared By: Ruby Gonzalez     

 

Length of Training: 6 hours      

 

Recommended Maximum 

Number of Trainees:  30   

 

Classroom Set-up: Small groups     

 

Trainer Materials: PowerPoint, Laptop, Large print posters, handouts, class roster  

     

 

Testing: Practical application      

 

Performance Objectives by the Board of State and Community Corrections:  

 

At the conclusion of training, the trainee will be able to: 

1) Students will be able to define the roles of law enforcement and probation when a minor 

is taken into custody.  

2) Students will be able to identify when a juvenile must be advised of his/her constitutional 

rights.  

3) Given a sample case description, student will be able to classify the case as a violation of 

WIC section 300, 601, or 602.  

4) Student will be able to define a status offense.  

5) Student will be able to explain the procedure for handling a status offense case.  

6) Student will be able to identify key factors relating to the decision to release the minor, 

and to whom the minor should be released.  

7) Given a sample police report on a juvenile taken into custody under WIC Section 602, the 

student will be able to generate a list of appropriate questions or points of information to 

with the juvenile, his/her parents, etc. 

8) Given a list of juvenile offenses, student will be able to describe detention options and the 

information required to make a detention decision.  

9) Student will be able to identify what options are available as an alternative to custody.  

10) Student will be able to demonstrate the proper use of an assessment tool to making 

detention decisions, including when it is appropriate to override an assessment score.  



11) Give a scenario, the student will be able to determine whether to detain or release a 

minor.  

12) Given a simulated scenario, student will be able to generate a report documenting and 

supporting their decision for filing a petition or handling informally.  

13) Student will be able to identify the statutory responsibility to notify the victim and parent 

of the minor’s custody status and next court hearing.  

14) Student will be able to identify the liability for failing to comply with medical clearance 

procedures.  

15) Given a sample case file, student will be able to identify the time frame in which a 

detention hearing must be held.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview 

Time Begin Time End Subject of Topic  

0800 
 
 
 
 

0820 
 
 

 
 

Welcome and Trainer Introductions 
Administrative Needs 
Ground Rules 
Overview of Performance Objectives 
Expectations 

0820 0900 Penal Codes/Statue/Case Law 

0900 0910 Detention Control Unit Forms  

0910 
 

 

0940 
 

 

Detention Control Unit Process 
Questions to ask minors (handout) 
Detain/Release Decisions     

0940 
 

1020 
 

Detention Risk Assessment Instrument (handout ) 
 

1020 1030 Custody Intake Unit Forms 

1030 
 
 

1045 
 

 

Filing petition 
Notice of hearing 
Privileges and rights of minor  

1045 1100 Petition Filing and Detention Hearing Deadlines (handout)                      

1100 
 
 

1130 
 

 

Review case file 
Key Issues in the case (handout) 
Questions to ask parents/guardians (handout) 

11:30 12:30 LUNCH BREAK  

1230 1330 Detention Report (handout) 

1330 
 

1400 
 

Community Intervention Officer 
Referrals  

1400 
 
 

 

1430 
 
 

 

Community Intervention Options (handout)  
Diversion Contract 
Informal Contract  
File a Petition  

1430 1500 Questions/Review 



Time/PP Slide/ Trainers 

Note/Method 

Trainer’ Script/Activity/Topic 

 
0800-0820 
 
Lecture & PP#1-2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PP#2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Welcome 
Trainer’s Intros-Share backgrounds 
 
 
PP#1 
Course Overview 
The purpose of this course is to provide officers with the 
detention and release process once a minor enters Juvenile 
Hall.  
 
This course will address penal codes, statue, and case law 
that authorize the release or detention of a minor. You will 
learn about intake referral case processing procedures. This 
course will also explain the difference community 
intervention options.  
 
Administrative Needs  
The class will start at 8:00 am and end at 3:00 pm. 
 
There will be plenty of breaks throughout the day.  
Lunch will be an hour 
Restrooms location.  
 
Ground Rules 
To create a classroom that is conductive to learning the 
following be mindful of the following rules:  
                 Be on time, start on time 
                 Turn off cell phones 
                 No sidebar conversations 
                 Respect each other  
The purpose of this training is to provide a safe environment 
where everyone can learn and practice skills.  
 
Review Performance Objectives PP#2 

1. Define the roles of law enforcement and probation 
when a minor is taken into custody.  

2. Identify when a juvenile must be advised of his/her 
constitutional rights.  

3. Classify the case as a violation of WIC section 300, 
601, or 602.  

4. Define a status offense.  
5. Explain the procedure for handling a status offense 

case.  
6. Identify key factors relating to the decision to release 

the minor, and to whom the minor should be 



released.  
7. Generate a list of appropriate questions or points of 

information to with the juvenile, his/her parents, etc. 
8. Describe detention options and the information 

required to make a detention decision.  
9. Identify what options are available as an alternative 

to custody.  
10. Demonstrate the proper use of an assessment tool to 

making detention decisions, including when it is 
appropriate to override an assessment score.  

11. Determine whether to detain or release a minor.  
12. Generate a report documenting and supporting their 

decision for filing a petition or handling informally.  
13. Identify the statutory responsibility to notify the 

victim and parent of the minor’s custody status and 
next court hearing.  

14. Identify the liability for failing to comply with medical 
clearance procedures.  

15. Identify the time frame in which a detention hearing 
must be held.  

 

Course Expectations  
The expectations for the trainees are:  

1. Trainees will participate in training exercises.  
2. Trainees will screen cases and make appropriate 

detention/release decisions.  
3. Trainees will develop a complete detention report, 

which will be reviewed by the trainers.  
 



0820-0900 
Lecture & PP#3-15 

 

 

PP#3 

 
 

PP#4 

 
 

PP#5 

 
 

 

 

PP#6 

 
 

Obj. #1: Students will be able to define the roles of law 

enforcement and probation when a minor is taken into 

custody.  

 

PP#3-5 

Trainer will describe the following Welfare and 

Institution Codes to the class:  

W&I 625: A peace officer without a warrant may take a 

minor into temporary custody. 

 

W&I 626: Temporary Custody: alternative dispostions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obj. #2: Students will be able to identify when a juvenile 

must be advised of his/her constitutional rights. 

 

PP#6 

Trainer will describe the following Welfare and 

Institution Code to the class: 

W&I 627.5: Advice of constitutional rights. 

 

 

 

Obj. #3: Given a sample case description, student will be 

able to classify the case as a violation of WIC section 

300, 601, or 602. 

 

PP#6-10 

Trainer will describe the following Welfare and 

Institution Code to the class: 

W&I 601: Status Offender 

W&I 602: Delinquent Offender 

W&I 300: Dependent Child 



 

 

PP#7 

 
 

PP#8 

 
 

 

PP#9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PP#11 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#12

 
 

 

 

PP#13 

 

 

 

Obj. #4: Student will be able to define a status offense 

 

PP#11 

Group activity: As a class they will define each of the 

Welfare and Institution Codes presented.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obj. #5: Student will be able to explain the procedure for 

handling a status offense case. 

 

PP#12-13 

Group activity: Select an officer to read the scenario to 

the class. Then select a different officer identify the W&I 

code and explain their reasoning for such W&I 

classification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PP# 14 

 
 

 

PP#15 

 
 

0900-0910 
Lecture, PP#16 &Handouts 
 

PP#16 

 

 

 PP#14-15 

Trainer will describe the following Welfare and 

Institution Code to the class: 

W&I 241.1: Dual Status Children   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#16 

Trainer will present forms used by the Detention Control 

Unit. (handouts)  



 

0910-0940 
Lecture, PP#17-27 
 
PP#17 

 
 
 
PP#18

 
 
PP#19 

 
  
 
 
 
 
PP#20 

 
Obj. #6: Student will be able to identify key factors relating 
to the decision to release the minor, and to whom the minor 
should be released. 
 
Obj. #7: Given a sample police report on a juvenile taken into 
custody under WIC Section 602, the student will be able to 
generate a list of appropriate questions or points of 
information to with the juvenile, his/her parents, etc. 
 
Obj. #8: Given a list of juvenile offenses, student will be able 
to describe detention options and the information required 
to make a detention decision. 
 
Obj. #9: Student will be able to identify what options are 
available as an alternative to custody. 
 
PP#17-27 
Instructor will review with the class the documents necessary 
to book a minor into Juvenile Hall. In addition, explain the 
process to the minor goes through as the booking process.  
 
Instructor will define the following Welfare and Institution 
Codes:  
 
W&I 627: Right to make a phone call 
W&I 628: Investigation, release of a minor  
W&I 628.1: Home Supervision  
 



 
 

 

 

PP#21 

 
 

 

PP#22 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PP#23

 
 

 

 

PP#24 

 
 

 

PP#25 (handout) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: Individually list questions you believe would 

be relevant to ask a minor to support your decision for 

releasing or detaining a minor.  

 

The class will then report out one of their questions. 

Trainer will lead a discussion of why such question is 

relevant.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PP#25 

 
 

 

PP#27 

 
 

 

0940-1020 
Lecture, PP#28-31, Activity  

PP#28(handout) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obj. #10: Student will be able to demonstrate the proper 

use of an assessment tool to making detention decisions, 

including when it is appropriate to override an 

assessment score.  

 

PP#28 

The trainer will explain and review the DRAI with the 

class and give examples of different cases. The student 

will then be provided with different scenarios which they 

will have to use the DRAI to make a detention decision.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PP#29 

 
 

 

 

PP#30 

 
 

 

PP#31 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obj.# 11: Given a scenario, the student will be able to 

determine whether to detain or release a minor.  

 

PP#29-31 

Activity: The class will then report out one of their 

decisions. Trainer will lead a discussion of the decision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1020-1030 

Lecture, PP#32, handout 

 

 

PP#32(handout) 

 
 

1030-1045 

Lecture, PP#33-46 

 

PP#33 

 
 

 

PP#34 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#32 

Trainer will present forms used by the Custody Intake 

Unit. (handouts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obj. #12: Given a simulated scenario, students will be 

able to generate a report documenting and supporting 

their decision for filing a petition or handling informally.  

 

Obj. #13: Student will be able to identify the statutory 

responsibility to notify the victim and parent of the 

minor’s custody status and next court hearing.  

 

Obj. #14: Student will be able identify the liability for 

failing to comply with medical clearance procedures.  

 

Obj. #15: Given a sample case file, student will be able 

to identify the time frame in which a detention hearing 

must be held.  

 

PP#33-46 

 

Trainer will define W&I 360 and W&I 631 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1045-1100 

Lecture, PP#35-38, handout 

 

PP#35 

 
 

 

PP#36 

 
 

 

 

PP#37 

 
 

 

PP#35-38 

Activity: Trainer will review and explain the Petition 

Filing and Detention Hearing Deadlines. Using the grid 

provided, students will determine the Court hearing 

timelines.  

 

As a group the timelines will be discussed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PP#38 

 
 

 

1100-1130 

Lecture, PP#39-44, handouts 

PP#39 

 
 

 

PP#40 (handout) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#39 

Trainer will review relevant information in a case file 

and identify key issues in a case. Trainer will explain the 

reasoning for asking the minor’s parents questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#40 

Activity: Students will formulate a list of questions they 

believe are relevant to ask a parent to support their 

decision for releasing or detaining a minor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PP#41 

 
 

 

 

PP#42 

 
 

 

 

 

PP#43 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PP#41-42 

 

Discussion: As a group the questions will be discussed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#43 

Trainer will explain the process for Interstate Compact.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PP#44 (handout) 

 
 

 

1230-130 

Lecture, PP#45-46, handouts 

 

 

PP#45 (handout) 

 
 

 

PP#46 (handout) 

 

 

 

PP#44 

Activity: Students will write the key issues for the police 

report provided.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#45 

Trainer will present a completed detention report to the 

class and review the type of information that pertains to 

each section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#46 

Activity: Students will be provided a packet containing a 

police report and additional information such a minor’s 

or parents’ interview. Students will then individually 

compose a detention report with the information that was 

provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1330-1400 

Lecture, PP#47-53, handouts 

 

PP#47 

 
 

PP#48 

 
 

 

PP#49 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#47 

Trainer will present forms used by the Community 

Intervention Officer. (handouts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#48-51 

Trainer will discuss the Community Intervention options 

to an officer:  

Diversion Contract 

Informal Contract 

Filing a Petition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PP#50 

 
 

PP#51 

 
 

PP#52 (handout) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#52-#53 

Group Activity: Trainer will present a case providing the 

charge and the circumstances surrounding the minor. The 

students will discuss which type of community invention 

option they would use to handle the case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PP#53 

 
 

1400-1430 

Discussion, PP#54, handouts 
 

PP#54 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#54 

Trainer will review the review sheet highlighting the 

main key points in today’s training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1430-1500 

Discussion PP#55 

 

PP#55 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PP#55 

Trainer will use this time to provide any last minute 

guidance relating to detention decisions and answer 

question or clarify information need by the students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


